PERSONALITIES
Evans and I served together at Gibraltar many years afterwards,
and often recall that incident.
To me, John de Robeck was a wonderful man. Adored
by his sailors, he had that power of attraction which drew all
to him. He invested all around him with a spirit of honesty,
sportsmanship and kindliness. To have known John de
Robeck was an honour and an inspiration.
In those great days his Chief of Staff was W. W. Fisher, a
remarkable man. I knew him well in the Constantinople
days, but it was my privilege many years afterwards, when
Governor of Gibraltar, to meet him again as C.-in-C. Mediter-
ranean Fleet, on his annual visits to Gibraltar. They say
that if you live long enough with your dog you grow like it.
Anyhow I used often to tell " W. W." that each day he grew
more like John de Robeck. They were exactly similar
characters, always delightful, always charming and always
spreading something which brought out the best from those
around them. I am, naturally, not in a position to make any
remarks from the naval point of view, but I can say and do
say, that they were two very wonderful characters, and it was
indeed a privilege for a soldier to have known those two
men as closely as I did.
Another sailor for whom I had a great admiration was the
late Sir Roger Backhouse, who became First Sea Lord towards
the end of 1938, after completing his command of the Home
Fleet. Unfortunately his health broke down under the strain.
Both Lord Chatfield (then Vice-Admiral) and Admiral
Tyrwhitt were in Constantinople'when I was there. I re-
member at the time of Chanak when war was in the balance,
Admiral Tyrwhitt told me that if we went to war his job was
going to be to run his flagship H.M.S. Cardiff at full speed
through the Bosphorus. For safety reasons, owing to the
wash, ships had to pass through the Bosphorus at a very slow
speed. Admiral Tyrwhitt's action would have wrecked every
ship and craft in the Bosphorus, all the boathouses and caf&s,
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